"[air navigation control, […] is a task involving the exercise of public
authority and is not of an economic nature, since that activity constitutes a
service in the public interest which is intended to protect both the users of air
transport and the populations affected by aircraft flying over them".
(Extract of decision C.364/92 of the European Court of Justice).
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PRESS RELEASE
European Commission proposal will destroy
the Air Navigation Service Providers
On the 11th of February 2019 the EU Commission implemented its
Regulation 317/2019 in which it sets out the mechanism where European
Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs) are allowed to charge airlines for
the safe and efficient Air Traffic Control and Management (ATC/ATM).
Last week, the European Commission organised a meeting with European
General Directors of Civil Aviation.
The European Commission proposed a plan for the ANSPs with 2 options:
One, to simply abolish the only protective mechanism of 317/2019
Regulation, or
Two, to drastically diminish the level of protection offered by this
mechanism.
“The meeting the European Commission held last week with the
European General Directors of Civil Aviation could be a step towards
bankruptcy for most of the European agencies providing Air Traffic
Control” says Mr Volker Dick, President of ATCEUC.
This balanced mechanism has been in place since 2012. When the traffic
is higher than expected, the ATM industry gives back the excess revenue
to the Airline industry but if the traffic is lower than expected, the Airline
industry contributes to alleviate the losses of this European infrastructure.
“In 2019 several hundreds millions of Euros were returned to the Airline
Industry, reducing costs for passengers or boosting profits.” says Mr
Jean-Denis Larrere, 1st Vice President of ATCEUC.
Now is the time (with all of the COVID 19 related difficulties) to implement
the EU Regulation in full. ANSPs should be allowed to charge properly for
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their services as agreed in order to ensure the future of a critical EU
infrastructure and guarantee the safety of the flying public.
ATCEUC is well aware of the importance of having a healthy Aviation
industry and how many jobs depend on it. The ATM industry is crucial to
maintaining all of the jobs in aviation by delivering a safe and resilient
European Aviation infrastructure which must be adequately funded and
equipped.
It simply defies all logic to protect one sector of the Aviation
industry at the expense of another.
Services to ambulance, humanitarian, state and cargo flights have been
delivered during this lockdown period. Air Traffic Controllers, System
Engineers are still on duty at the same time ATM revenues have dropped
by around 95%. Furthermore, ATM as in other infrastructural industries
has fixed costs that are planned for in the long term.
“ATCEUC on the contrary, would have expected some help from the
European Commission to face this critical situation.” concludes Mr Volker
Dick. “The economic damage to ATM are now critical, some ANSPs are
facing the terrifying prospect of bankruptcy and this will be a huge
problem for the Airline Industry in its tentative to resume normal
operations.
ATCEUC urges European States to refuse the two options
proposed by the Commission. Time can be needed to implement it
but the principle of this protective mechanism as it is written in
the current regulation must be fully maintained.”
Brussels, 18 May 2020,
For further info contact secretariat@atceuc.org
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Air Traffic Controllers European Unions Coordination (ATCEUC) was created in 1989 and
is currently composed of 35 professional and autonomous trade unions representing
more than 14000 Air Traffic Controllers and Air Traffic Safety Engineering Personnel
throughout Europe. ATCEUC is part of the "European Union Sectoral Social Dialogue Civil Aviation" in the air traffic management field and it is recognised as a full member of
the ICB. ATCEUC with its experts participates in every work group where the voice of its
Members can and have to be expressed: SESAR JU, TSG, EGHD, EASA STeB, EASC,
ASPReT, ATM Partners and other workshops or programmes within the framework of
EUROCONTROL and the European Commission.
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