Air Traffic Controllers European Unions Coordination

The new Executive Board held several meetings via
videoconferencing and also met in Rome on 8 January
2015. Having 9 members instead of 7 increases the
need of coordination but also allows us to tackle more
issues more efficiently.

For comments, opinions and suggestions
regarding this Newsletter please send an email to

board@atceuc.org

Dear Members,

During the Italian Presidency of the EU, SES II+
was partly improved, after the decision to allow the
unbundling of support services to remain voluntary.
Although we fought hard for this and we welcome
the outcome, our work is not complete. Like its
predecessor, the new European Commission
continues the same rhetoric of unreasonable
comparisons and unrealistic targets. We must
remain vigilant every step of the way.

The first half of 2015 proves to be challenging, with
the Latvian EU Presidency seeking to “continue the
work on strengthening the Single Market [...] and
promote industrial competitiveness”. In other
words, SES II+ lives on.

Many of our members are still being attacked, be it
on social conditions (ltaly, The Netherlands,
Belgium), or in court (Switzerland). The situation in
Poland was also of concern for us. Upon the
request of ZZKRL, ATCEUC sent a strong letter to
the Polish Prime Minister that caused considerable
repercussions. Several investigations and audits
were set off and hopefully the outcome will improve
the working conditions of our Polish colleagues.
Our Belgian colleagues participated in a general
strike in December to show their opposition to the
government changing their pension scheme. With
the EU population getting older, pensions are and
will increasingly continue to be a very hot topic.
Pension schemes and retirement age are starting
to be challenged all over Europe and the Belgian
strike was a clear sign that we must respond
immediately and decisively to counter these
attempts. Our future is equally important as our
present. Enough with trying to jeopardise our future
to meet cost cutting targets! The threat is common
to us all. To succeed we must remain united.
Seeing that Just Culture (JC) is widely ignored
around Europe and beyond, and that ATCO
criminalization gains ground even in countries like
Switzerland, the coming ATCEUC Committee
Meeting in Rome will include presentations and
speeches on JC. Respected professionals from the
judiciary, academia and ATM will share their
knowledge with us and hopefully the discussion will
provide to all new insight on actions to be taken to
protect JC, ATCOs and our profession.




The next Committee Meeting will be held in Rome on
25-27 March 2015. Have a pleasant end of winter and
see you all there.




