Air Traffic Controllers European Unions Coordination

During the last Committee Meeting in Rome ATCEUC
welcomed new member UNICON (Kosovo) and FFPE
(Eurocontrol) as an observer.

For comments, opinions and suggestions
regarding this Newsletter please send an email to

board@atceuc.org

Dear Members,

The summer period continues to be hot, and not
only weather-wise. In our profession the situation
has heated up dramatically all across Europe.
From Spain to Romania and France, Italy and
Croatia, to name the ones with the most media
attention. But we need not forget the total power
failure at Brussels ACC and the constant
pressure on our pensions all over.

The situation obviously shows that numerous
ANSP management teams cannot react properly
to the pressure put on them by the European
Commission for cost reduction. Their
disproportionate actions lead to social unrest and
system failures, causing traffic disruptions and
possibly even affecting the safety of flights.
Under a lot of pressure and attacked from all
sides, ATCOs are still required to perform at the
highest standards, while politicians and
managers seem to forget that we are human
beings and get impacted by the global situation.
Like everyone, we too are inevitably affected by
the general turmoil, which occupies our minds
and sometimes influences our performance as
well.

Misguided government actions and political
decisions have already negatively impacted
staffing levels for decades to come. ATCOs will
continue to provide a service as safe and
expeditious as possible in the global situations
they are forced to cope with. Corrective actions
are urgently needed though, in order to avoid
continuously worsening the situation.

It seems that total system failures are not
enough to wake up the European Commission
from its cost saving frenzy. We are afraid to ask:
what will it take? For how long will the European
Commission continue to indulge lobbying airlines
who found an easy target in European ANSPs?
These are questions that we cannot answer. But
we will continue to fight in all appropriate social
dialogue fora and EU committees to ensure that
conditions for providing air traffic control, safety
and expedition to all airspace users are not
endangered any more.
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The next Committee Meeting will be held in Marseille
on September 30", October 1-2™ 2015.
Have a pleasant end of summer and see you all there.




