Air Traffic Controllers European Unions Coordination

During the EB meeting in Madrid in March we met with the
ATCEUC SESAR Team. With thanks to our Spanish member
USCA for providing their office facilities for the meeting.

For comments, opinions and suggestions
regarding this Newsletter please send an email to

board@atceuc.org

Dear Members,

Once more, the new EU presidency, this time
held by the Dutch, wants to pursue the SES. We
can almost hear some politicians mumble, “I
have a dream...”.

Whereas the idea of a SES can make sense, it is
very hard to imagine it coming to fruition, while
civil-military coordination remains complicated,
while national governments don't seem to
understand each other and while our inputs are
largely disregarded.

In the meantime, airlines continue to put
tremendous resources into lobbying. Recently
they created a new group, the A4E (Airlines for
Europe: Lufthansa, Air France-KLM, easyJet,
Ryanair, Norwegian, Finnair, IAG) to push for
"lowering the cost of EU airports” and to "remove
unreasonable taxes".

Obviously, our resources will never match those
of the airlines, but we still need to continue to
raise our concerns and make our voice heard.
Lobbying and networking are becoming
increasingly more important and we must
organise ourselves effectively to do so. While we
have the support of organisations like CESI, we
need to do most of this work ourselves. But to be
more effective, we also need more resources,
time and money. This is a strategic topic to be
discussed in Rhodes next May.

Attacks on the ATCO community, possibly
affecting service quality and delivery, will
continue and will increase. Our positions need to
be better heard and understood by EU
politicians, institutions, airlines and the public.
Individual responsibility and involvement of each
and every union in ATCEUC is priceless in this
effort. All our members need to be strong at
home and active abroad. Together we can
weather the storm and show the aviation world
that we are and will continue to be a vital
element in the system. In the escalating conflict
between cost efficiency and safety, we are
trained to put safety first, but we have proven we
can provide both.




The next Committee Meeting will be held in Rhodes, Greece
from May 11 to 13", 2016.
Have a pleasant first half of 2016 and see you all there.




